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WHEN HIS ROBOT SAYS IT’S 
TIME FOR BED, HE LISTENS

ABOUT CHERYL & GARY 
Cheryl and Gary are the parents of a 5-year-old boy with autism. �ey’ve been using the 
MOVIA HomePal system for two months, since June 1, 2021 and immediately began 
seeing results: “Our child bene�ted from it within a week.”

THE CHALLENGE 
Diagnosed at age two and a half with autism, sensory processing disorder, and overall 
global development delay, Jack (name changed for privacy) primarily struggles with focus, 
as well as interacting with people, stimming, and vocal stimming. He also has an 
arachnoid cyst underneath the skull. 

HOW MOVIA HELPED 
Cheryl and Gary began using their MOVIA Kebbi HomePal twice a day, once in the 
morning and once at night, for twenty minutes at a time. In the evening, they mostly have 
the HomePal read Jack his favorite books, using the Multi Speech feature. One of his 
favorite books, Pete the Cat: I Love My White Shoes, asks questions, so when the HomePal 
reads “What color were his shoes?” Jack interacts by responding with the answer and is 
very engaged. Cheryl and Gary add, “[ Jack] responds very well to Kebbi, and it’s been 
life-changing and life-altering…”

When Jack �rst met his HomePal robot, he was very excited, enthusiastic, and interested, 
calling the HomePal his friend from the very beginning. Cheryl and Gary had prepared 
him by showing him a Kebbi HomePal video which he wanted to keep watching; it 
generated his interest and set an expectation to expect a new robot friend. “As soon as the 
Warmup started during the �rst session, [ Jack] stood up right away and started doing it; it 
blew our minds away!”

Within the �rst week of using the HomePal, Jack was able to go to bed on his own. 
Within two to three weeks, he was brushing his teeth, a radical turnaround, since they’d 
been struggling with toothbrushing for at least two years. As Cheryl and Gary remark, the 
HomePal has “helped tremendously with life skills, like brushing teeth. Now he’s a lot 
more engaged in doing that, almost independently. He’ll ask to brush his teeth now which 
he never did before. �at was a great goal that we met.” Jack became more verbal through 
use of the robot, responding when spoken to, especially when asked how he is, when 
before he would never respond when family members asked him questions. Another 
milestone was the HomePal helping Jack to go to bed; after the bedtime story, Cheryl and 
Gary have the robot say it’s now time to sleep, and Jack immediately goes to bed and lies 
down. In the past, Jack wouldn’t listen when his parents told him to go to bed, but he 
listens to his HomePal. “It’s been very helpful, it’s been remarkable, and I think it’s the 
best investment we’ve made for [ Jack].”

takeaways
• this family saw results 
  in as soon as a week

• the child began 
  responding when 
  spoken to

• the child listened to 
  the robot more readily 
  than to people
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“it’s been 
life-changing 

and 
life-altering.
- cheryl & gary
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FOR THE FIRST TIME, HE 
SAID, “I LOVE YOU, MOM!”

ABOUT DAVID VALENTI 
David is the father of two children, one of whom has been diagnosed as being on the 
Autism Spectrum. David met MOVIA at a local Autism Resources Fair at the start of the 
pandemic when schools had just shut down. He was looking for ways to help his son �nd 
an engaging way to learn during the pandemic.  

THE CHALLENGE 
Like so many other children with special needs, remote learning was not working for 
David’s son, Jaxson. He had a di�cult time paying attention during online meetings and 
was not getting his traditional ABA therapy delivered in his home. David saw the 
regression in his son immediately and reached out to MOVIA for help.

HOW MOVIA HELPED 
David was able to get a HomePal system into his house almost immediately after 
speaking with MOVIA. Within a very short time, David saw the bond growing between 
Jaxson and Pete (the name Jaxson gave the robot). David was able to program multiple 
sessions for Jaxson each day with Pete to augment the virtual instruction Jaxson was 
getting through his school.  

As Pete and Jaxson’s time grew more and more, David began to notice the engagement 
returning to Jaxson as he wanted to interact with Pete. David was able to practice social 
skills and academics with Jaxson via Pete, and Jaxson was willingly participating in the 
activities. Over time, this participation led to Jaxson learning coins and their values, which 
he had had a di�cult time doing in school, both in-person and remotely. Lastly, David 
credits working with Pete for Jaxson saying something he had never said before: “I love 
you, Mom!” David feels that his time with and investment into Pete really turned around 
the path Jaxson was headed on and helped him both slow his regression and start to 
maintain academic and social skills again.

takeaways
• Jaxson’s engagement 
  returned with the 
  HomePal robot

• Jaxson was able to 
  learn concepts he’d 
  struggled to 
  understand with 
  traditional teaching 
  methods
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“the HomePal 
has become 

a bridge.
- david valenti

meet 
DAVID VALENTI
David Valenti is the 
father of a child on the 
Autism Spectrum. When 
remote learning wasn’t 
working for his son, he 
sought out MOVIA 
Robotics for help.



THEY COULD PARTICIPATE 
IN SHOW & TELL

ABOUT KRISTEN WHOOLERY 
Kristen Whoolery is a Speech Language Pathologist who works with children in 
preschool through second grade, at an average of 30 minutes per session. Her group 
therapy sizes have ranged from 3 to 5 children during the COVID-19 pandemic and up 
to 12 children in years before. Ms. Whoolery has worked with Robot-Assisted Instruction 
(RAI) for two years. “My students have a positive response to the robot,” says Ms. 
Whoolery. “�ey see the robot as their friend [and] respect his personal space. �ey love to 
give the robot a hug goodbye and hello.” Since the robot is always happy and smiling, 
comments Ms. Whoolery, children with anxiety seem much more relaxed. RAI easily and 
naturally �ts into her therapy sessions with students. She reinforces her work with the 
RAI by using YouTube Videos and imitating what the robot is doing: “Improvements 
have been joint attention, turn-taking, patience, following directions, social skills, 
pragmatic language, [and] maintaining skills.” Ms. Whoolery notes that children love 
imitating the robot’s lessons, such as Warmup and Brushing Teeth, pretending to go 
through the task the robot leads them in. “It has been life-changing for myself,” Ms. 
Whoolery says in sum, “and I have really enjoyed seeing the robot’s interaction with the 
students and how it has changed their lives.”      

THE CHALLENGE 
Ms. Whoolery works with higher-functioning children with autism who have a mean 
length of utterance of 3 to 10 words. �ese students are working primarily on improving 
their expressive and receptive language, as well as social language skills (such as sharing 
ideas, turn-taking, and topic maintenance).

HOW MOVIA HELPED 
Some lessons Ms. Whoolery uses with these children are learning how to brush teeth, 
sharing ideas, identifying emotions and sharing when we feel those emotions, and 
following directions. Students may be provided with props used during the 
Robot-Assisted Instruction, such as in the brushing teeth lesson. Ms. Whoolery provides 
the students with a pretend mouth, toothbrush, and cup to imitate the lesson. �e 
students enjoyed the process, completing the lesson with minimal prompts. �e students 
were then provided a disposable oral swab to imitate brushing their own teeth. Students 
who typically have a di�cult time brushing their teeth were completing the lesson with 
no sensory di�culties. In another session, students were completing the sharing ideas 
lesson with the Robot. �e students went through the lesson and learned about waiting 
your turn and that, when a friend is talking, we talk about what they are talking about. 
Many autistic students have a di�cult time during show and tell and will listen to their 
friends share their ideas, but then begin to talk about the toy they brought instead. With 
the Robot lesson and visual, students were able to stay on topic and actively participate in 
the show and tell. With the robot, Ms. Whoolery has seen improvement in the areas these 
children struggle with, leading to them sharing ideas, refraining from interrupting others, 
increasing communication, having more motivation, and reducing disruptive behaviors. 

takeaways
• children with anxiety 
  seemed more relaxed

• the children increased 
  their level of 
  communication

• the robot led students 
  through tasks they 
  usually struggled with 
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“they see the 
robot as 

their friend.
- kristen whoolery

meet 
KRISTEN 
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Speech Language 
Pathologist who works 
with children in the 
classroom. She’s easily 
integrated Robot-
Assisted Instruction 
(RAI) into her sessions, 
stating that it’s been 
life-changing for her.



THEY STARTED TO SAY 
THEIR TEACHER’S NAME

ABOUT KRISTEN WHOOLERY 
Kristen Whoolery is a Speech Language Pathologist who works with children in 
preschool through second grade, at an average of 30 minutes per session. Her group 
therapy sizes have ranged from 3 to 5 children during the COVID-19 pandemic and up 
to 12 children in years before. Ms. Whoolery has worked with Robot-Assisted Instruction 
(RAI) for two years. “My students have a positive response to the robot,” says Ms. 
Whoolery. “�ey see the robot as their friend [and] respect his personal space. �ey love to 
give the robot a hug goodbye and hello.” Since the robot is always happy and smiling, 
comments Ms. Whoolery, children with anxiety seem much more relaxed. In one example, 
a child who didn’t like loud voices refrained from covering his ears, even when the robot 
was set to its highest volume. RAI easily and naturally �ts into her therapy sessions with 
students. She reinforces her work with the RAI by using YouTube Videos and imitating 
what the robot is doing: “Improvements have been joint attention, turn-taking, patience, 
following directions, social skills, pragmatic language, [and] maintaining skills.” Ms. 
Whoolery notes that children love imitating the robot’s lessons, such as Warmup and 
Brushing Teeth, pretending to go through the task the robot leads them in. “It has been 
life-changing for myself,” Ms. Whoolery says in sum, “and I have really enjoyed seeing the 
robot’s interaction with the students and how it has changed their lives.”      

THE CHALLENGE 
Ms. Whoolery works with lower-functioning children with autism who have minimal 
receptive and expressive language. �ey are echoic and have a mean length of utterance of 
1 to 4 words. When greeted by their name, they would repeat the exact greeting back 
instead of stating the teacher’s or peer’s name in place of their own. Most of these students 
use augmentative alternative communication (AAC) during group (e.g., signing, iPad, 
PECs, etc.). �ese students work primarily on attention and participation.

HOW MOVIA HELPED 
At the sight of the robot, low-functioning children light up. �e main focus of using RAI 
has been just getting the children to sit and comply with working on the task at hand for 
up to �ve minutes. With these children, matching games have proven valuable in 
increasing attention, sitting, and engagement. Some of the lessons Ms. Whoolery uses 
includes matching baby farm animals to adult farm animals, pop the bubbles/snow�akes, 
learn farm animals, and learn basic emotions (happy, sad, mad). Using free text, students 
learn customary language-greetings (hi, bye, how are you). �is tool allowed Ms. 
Whoolery to teach these lower-functioning children how to say “Hi, Robot.” �ey then 
began to generalize this skill into the classroom, saying teachers’ names instead of echoing 
greetings. Ms. Whoolery has seen improvement in her patients’ behaviors, respect for 
boundaries, working with routines, and functional communication. 

takeaways
• the children light up 
  when they see the 
  robot

• children with anxiety 
  seemed more relaxed

• the children 
  generalized what they 
  learned in therapy
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changed 
their lives.
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HE COULD COUNT THE 
COINS FOR THE POSTMAN

ABOUT KRISTIN SELBY GONZALEZ
Kristin Selby Gonzalez is the President of Autism Hope Alliance, a non-pro�t foundation 
committed to helping families of children with autism through education, �nancial 
support, and volunteerism. She is also the mother of Jaxson, a nineteen-year-old 
diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD).    

THE CHALLENGE 
Jaxson has moderate autism with limited language.

HOW MOVIA HELPED 
Jaxson has thrived using his Kebbi HomePal system from MOVIA Robotics. “He loved it 
from the �rst moment we set it up,” remarks Kristin. “He was so engaged and connected 
and listened to everything that Kebbi (we named Wall-E) wanted him to do.”

First, the family started with 15-minute daily sessions of Robot-Assisted Instruction 
(RAI), then worked their way up to 45- or 60-minute daily sessions. “He has learned so 
much, in really a short amount of time,” observes Kristin.

In a recent trip, Jaxson and his mother went to the post o�ce to mail some letters. �ey 
were short the amount owed, and so the post o�ce employee asked them for an additional 
twenty cents. Jaxson’s eyes lit up; he had recently been learning about coin identi�cation 
with Wall-E and understood exactly what was being talked about. Proudly, he counted out 
and gave the employee the twenty cents. “He was so excited,” says Kristin, “to get to 
participate in life in this way for the �rst time.” Jaxson is continuing to learn and grow 
using his Kebbi HomePal system. “As a mom,” comments Kristin, “it was so thrilling to 
see that my son was really learning with Wall-E and able to implement what he had 
learned into a real-life scenario. His language has increased, and we are certain it is 
because of Wall-E. What is so special about the robot is that it never judges when my son 
doesn’t get things correct at �rst and constantly encourages him throughout the session. 
We love the new lesson plans that MOVIA has added each quarter. Wall-E is really part 
of our family now, and it is really like having an additional teacher/helper/friend cheering 
for my son!”

takeaways
• Jaxson was able to 
  connect with the robot 
  immediately

• Jaxson was able to 
  apply what he learned 
  in real-life situations

• Jaxson’s language 
  ability has increased
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“he loved it 
from the first 
moment we 

set it up.
- kristin selby 

gonzalez
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Autism Hope Alliance 
and the mother of 
Jaxson, a 
nineteen-year-old 
diagnosed with Autism 
Spectrum Disorder 
(ASD).



HE BECAME MOTIVATED & 
WILLING TO LEARN

ABOUT LISA LICHTENSTEIN 
Lisa Lichtenstein is a Licensed Marriage and Family �erapist in private practice in Santa 
Monica and a Clinical Director at a special education school in Los Angeles. As clinical 
director, she has continued to work with ASD and special abilities students. Since she’s 
integrated Robot-Assisted Instruction (RAI) into her treatment interventions, she’s 
observed signi�cant progress with her clients. Lisa Lichtenstein has been working with 
the ASD population since her undergraduate years at UCSB, with a renowned Autism 
clinician and researched published author. With over 20 years of experience, she has 
noticed a progressive shift in her cliental upon utilizing RAI in her practice.     

THE CHALLENGE 
Pre-RAI, a boy with ASD, who we will call E, displayed resistant behavior, refusing to 
engage in activities, refusing to make eye contact, and displaying overall detached and 
disinterested behavior toward Lisa and classical treatment interventions.

HOW MOVIA HELPED 
Upon integrating RAI as the primary treatment intervention tool, E transformed in the 
�rst session with the Kebbi HomePal robot. Lisa remarks,“He took immediate interest in 
Kebbi and asked it, through his AAC device, several questions.” �rough the multi-speech 
�eld, Lisa programs the customized communication that the robot speaks. Lisa states,“I 
answered E’s questions to allow the robot to engage in conversation with E. It’s as if I, as a 
therapist, had a �ashlight illuminating inside the beautiful mind of E. He played piano for 
the robot and explained that he wanted to play in a band and already had a name chosen 
for the band. He spoke more to Kebbi in one lesson than he spoke with me over several 
years. �e rapport he developed with Kebbi was immediate: it’s as if something in his 
mind naturally synced with the robot, a natural and immediate connection.” 

Over 6 weeks, E had made profound progress working with the Kebbi HomePal: “He 
generalized the fond rapport toward the robot onto me, as well as family members, as he 
invited me as his guest to his school award ceremony. E and I built a rapport in 6 weeks, 
which was more e�ective and trusting than the several years I knew him pre-RAI. In 
addition, E replaced his resistant avoidant behavior pre-RAI with motivation and 
willingness to learn lessons using RAI, including speech, social skills, games, and 
communication; all of [these] new behaviors, including rapport, social skills, and 
motivation to learn new skills, naturally generalized onto me and others in his life.”

takeaways
• the child had a 
  natural and immediate 
  connection with the 
  HomePal robot

• resistant avoidant 
  behavior transformed 
  into motivation and a 
  willingness to learn
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THE ROBOT SOOTHED HER 
DEFIANT BEHAVIOR

ABOUT LISA LICHTENSTEIN 
Lisa Lichtenstein is a Licensed Marriage and Family �erapist in private practice in Santa 
Monica and a Clinical Director at a special education school in Los Angeles. As clinical 
director, she has continued to work with ASD and special abilities students. Since she’s 
integrated Robot-Assisted Instruction (RAI) into her treatment interventions, she’s 
observed signi�cant progress with her clients. Lisa Lichtenstein has been working with 
the ASD population since her undergraduate years at UCSB, with a renowned Autism 
clinician and researched published author. With over 20 years of experience, she has 
noticed a progressive shift in her cliental upon utilizing RAI in her practice.     

THE CHALLENGE 
Lisa explains, “I’ve been working with a low-functioning adolescent I’ll call C. She has 
tendencies to yell loudly and at times throw objects. She displays resistant behavior toward 
prompts to engage in activities. She perseverates and will scream incessantly for an activity 
or object she desires.”

HOW MOVIA HELPED 
Lisa began using RAI with C to bypass her emotional dis-regulation: she chose lessons 
that included C using the tablet with the Kebbi HomePal instructing and guiding C 
throughout the lesson. When she would be in the middle of a screaming episode, she 
would get louder when Lisa and other adults would prompt her to decrease her volume or 
to join an activity. Lisa then decided to start the RAI lesson. In a matter of 1-2 minutes 
she came up to the tablet and began interacting and watching the pictures and lessons 
displayed on the tablet. She was responsive and it appeared that the combination of the 
HomePal guiding her to interact with the lesson on the tablet (identifying shapes and 
colors) soothed her, replacing her abreactive de�ant behavior. When the lesson was 
�nished, C was calmer and followed appropriate prompts and communication. Lisa states, 
“It makes sense that ASD individuals respond immediately toward the robot as they don’t 
have inherent resistance to it. ASD children, however, have learned resistance towards 
adults as they are chronically expected to behave in a world where they don’t �t in or feel 
comfortable, with social skills and a�ection, for example. �e robot has no agenda and 
instead the child can and does often take the lead with choosing lessons or topics of 
conversation. I’m grateful that I saw RAI on social media as it has positively changed the 
lives of the special education children I treat. And the joy component children have with 
RAI speaks volumes.”

takeaways
• the homepal soothed 
  the defiant behavior

• children with asd do 
  not have an inherent 
  resistance to the robot

• the homepal is  
  changing the lives of 
  her patients
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ENGAGING STUDENTS WITH 
THE ROBOT WAS EASY

ABOUT ST. CATHERINE ACADEMY 
St. Catherine Academy is a non-pro�t, private special education school in Fair�eld, CT, 
educating students diagnosed with autism, intellectual disabilities, and developmental 
disabilities. �e academy began using MOVIA’s Robot-Assisted Instruction (RAI) system 
with their students diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) in November of 
2020 and witnessed noticeable gains with these students in only 4 months.

THE CHALLENGE 
St. Catherine Academy is currently working consistently with four of their students, ages 
ranging from 10 to 18, each diagnosed with ASD. Common behaviors include repeating 
what others say, stimming behaviors, di�culty engaging in conversation, loss of focus, 
limited or no verbal receptive and expressive language, and boundary issues. �ese 
students come from varied socio-economic backgrounds, sexes, and ethnicities.

HOW MOVIA HELPED 
St. Catherine Academy began giving these four students sessions with Robot-Assisted 
Instruction, with each session lasting for approximately 15 minutes. �e lessons are 
structured with the following components: a greeting, warm-up, 5 to 7 activities, and a 
goodbye. Eric Spencer, the academy’s Director of Education, says, “We have found 
MOVIA’s RAI system to be very user friendly from start to �nish. �e general format of 
the sessions, structured with a greeting, warm-up activity, various activities of your 
choosing, followed by a farewell, made it easy for us to engage students with the MOVIA 
RAI system soon after the robot arrived.” Activities vary by each student, depending on 
ability and interest. �e educators structure in a game like Snow�akes and Bubbles before 
academic activities to draw the student to the tablet. Academic activities include money 
values, alphabet, and simple math. One of the students enjoys the spelling games that ask 
the student to pull correct letters into the circles to spell given words. Role-plays are used 
as well with each student, most often How to Greet and Non-Verbal Communication. 

�e overarching goal for each student is greater independence in his or her environment. 
Having basic skills in the areas of academics, activities of daily living, vocational, and social 
interaction are at the core of St. Catherine Academy’s curriculum.  �e robot helps to 
support all of these curricula areas with the various activities available through the robot. 
In the course of working with the RAI, students have established a relationship with the 
robot as evidenced by their smiles, their own greetings to the robot, and consistent eye 
contact. “In general, we have found that all our students with ASD are naturally drawn to 
the robot,” says Mr. Spencer. “�ey fully engage with the lessons and are beginning to 
generalize behaviors such as how to make eye contact, greet people, and ask for help. �e 
results we have seen so far are very promising!” One particular student only spoke in 
whispers prior to his interactions with the robot; now he speaks with an appropriate 
volume. Sta� have noticed increased vocalizations, more frequent eye contact, and 
increased duration of attending to activities both with the robot and in the classroom.

takeaways
• the robot supports all 
  the school’s curricula 
  areas

• students make more 
  frequent eye contact

• students established a 
  relationship with the 
  robot
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“students with 
ASD are 
naturally 

drawn to the 
robot.

- eric spencer
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3-YEAR-OLD LEARNS TO 
FOLLOW DIRECTIONS

ABOUT YITTY RIMMER 
Yitty Rimmer is an Occupational �erapist who has worked with numerous children, 
including those with sensory, neurodevelopmental, cognition, endurance, and balance 
issues. She has been using the MOVIA Kebbi system with outstanding results. She points 
out that “[the children are] more receptive – perhaps because [the robot] doesn’t raise her 
voice.  She has a smile on her face but there are no emotional responses. �ey don’t have to 
interpret the facial expressions.”

In the beginning, she used the robot towards the end of the session. Lately, however, she 
has begun using it for transitions when the children come for therapy behaving de�antly 
and without any interest in working. When Ms. Rimmer turns on the robot to start a 
session, the children respond extremely well; it naturally deescalates their mood and calms 
them down. “�e robot gives [the children] a good vibe,” Ms. Rimmer remarks. “When 
the robot asks, ‘Are you ready,’ they answer, ‘YES!’ �e kids love the robot; it’s amazing. 
�ey know it’s not real,” but, “when the robot asks questions, they respond. It’s funny; I’m 
curious to see what will be the long-term result.” Robot-Assisted Instruction (RAI) allows 
Ms. Rimmer to reinforce the areas she is focusing on in therapy and easily incorporate the 
lessons into her intervention.      

THE CHALLENGE 
One of Ms. Rimmer’s patients, a three-year-old boy diagnosed with George Syndrome, 
was nonverbal when he started. He struggled with a low attention span and self-control, 
and he would run around a room touching di�erent objects that interested him. He was 
placed in a mainstream playgroup. Because of frequent illnesses, he was unable to have 
consistent therapy. 

HOW MOVIA HELPED 
Starting in December 2020, Ms. Rimmer began giving her three-year-old patient 
30-minute sessions, with 10 minutes devoted to RAI. Ms. Rimmer’s patient was excited to 
see the robot, having an immediate positive response and engagement. When he would 
see the robot, he would become physically excited and begin to point at it. During the �rst 
session, where he was introduced to the robot, he was focused and engaged. Kebbi guided 
him through di�erent activities that allowed him to practice topics such as farm animals, 
colors, and bubble games. Now, only a few months later, he walks in and follows directions 
such as pulling down a zipper to take o� his coat. Once non-verbal, he is now able to say 
“robot” clearly and speaks more coherently in general. When working with the Kebbi 
system, he can imitate what he is hearing and repeat words such as “barn,” “door,” “dog,” 
“chicken,” and “pig.” Even with the lack of consistency in therapy sessions because of his 
frequent illnesses, he is still responding positively and showing marked improvement. 
Overall, Ms. Rimmer has seen advances in areas such as focus, engagement, behaviors, �ne 
motor skills, speech, communication, daily living skills, following directions, and practicing 
self-control. His mother is extremely pleased with his improvement.

meet 
YITTY RIMMER
Yitty Rimmer is an 
Occupational Therapist 
who works with 
children with ASD and 
other special needs in 
her practice. Since 
using the Kebbi system 
with her patients, she’s 
seen an instant 
connection and marked 
improvement.

takeaways
• kids naturally connect   
  with the robot

• this non-verbal patient 
  became verbal

• the robot proved 
  effective even with the 
  challenge of 
  inconsistent therapy
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HER FOCUS & BEHAVIOR 
IMPROVED DRAMATICALLY

ABOUT YITTY RIMMER 
Yitty Rimmer is an Occupational �erapist who has worked with numerous children, 
including those with sensory, neurodevelopmental, cognition, endurance, and balance 
issues. She has been using the MOVIA Kebbi system with outstanding results. She points 
out that “[the children are] more receptive – perhaps because [the robot] doesn’t raise her 
voice. She has a smile on her face but there are no emotional responses. �ey don’t have to 
interpret the facial expressions.”

In the beginning, she used the robot towards the end of the session. Lately, however, she 
has begun using it for transitions when the children come for therapy behaving de�antly 
and without any interest in working. When Ms. Rimmer turns on the robot to start a 
session, the children respond extremely well; it naturally deescalates their mood and calms 
them down. “�e robot gives [the children] a good vibe,” Ms. Rimmer remarks. “When 
the robot asks, ‘Are you ready,’ they answer, ‘YES!’ �e kids love the robot; it’s amazing. 
�ey know it’s not real,” but, “when the robot asks questions, they respond. It’s funny; I’m 
curious to see what will be the long-term result.” Robot-Assisted Instruction (RAI) allows 
Ms. Rimmer to reinforce the areas she is focusing on in therapy and easily incorporate the 
lessons into her intervention.      

THE CHALLENGE 
Ms. Rimmer has been working with a particular patient, a �ve-year-old girl diagnosed 
with Autism Spectrum Disorder, for about two months. �e child struggled with 
behavioral issues, sensory issues, and a lack of focus, being unable to sit still and complete 
assigned work. She attended a mainstream school for Kindergarten but required lots of 
additional support. Despite having Occupational �erapy in school, she was seeing little to 
no improvement.

HOW MOVIA HELPED 
�e �ve-year-old began therapy with Ms. Rimmer, coming two days a week for 
30-minute sessions before school. During their �rst session, the �ve-year-old was 
distracted and unfocused. Ms. Rimmer decided to introduce Robot-Assisted Instruction 
during the second session; the child immediately sat in front of the robot, focused and 
attentive. In future sessions, Ms. Rimmer then began using Robot-Assisted Instruction for 
about 10 minutes per session. �e robot led the child through Role Play lessons on 
subjects such as raising your hand, listening in class, washing hands, and getting dressed. 
�e results were clear and concrete: now the child was able to follow directions such as 
washing her hands on her own and showed dramatic improvement in her focus and 
behavior. �e child’s mother could not believe how amazing the technology was and how 
well the child responded to it. Completely unsolicited, the Special Education teacher from 
school called to tell her mother how wonderfully the Occupational �erapy with Ms. 
Rimmer was working. When the �ve-year-old arrives to school after therapy, she said, 
despite coming late, she is extremely focused, attentive, and follows direction, generalizing 
what she is practicing at therapy in the classroom. 

meet 
YITTY RIMMER
Yitty Rimmer is an 
Occupational Therapist 
who works with 
children with ASD and 
other special needs in 
her practice. Since 
using the Kebbi system 
with her patients, she’s 
seen an instant 
connection and marked 
improvement.

takeaways
• kids naturally connect   
  with the robot

• this patient’s therapy 
  was ineffective until 
  RAI was introduced

• the child generalized 
  what she was learning 
  in therapy
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“We have found MOVIA’s RAI system to be very user friendly from start to �nish. �e general format of the sessions, 
structured with a greeting, warm-up activity, various activities of your choosing, followed by a farewell, made it easy for us to 
engage students with the MOVIA RAI system soon after the robot arrived. … In general, we have found that all our students 
with ASD are naturally drawn to the robot. �ey fully engage with the lessons and are beginning to generalize behaviors such 
as how to make eye contact, greet people, and ask for help. �e results we have seen so far are very promising!”

- Eric Spencer
Director of Education, St. Catherine Academy

“It has been life changing… I have really enjoyed seeing the robot’s interaction with the students and how it has changed their 
lives.”

- Kristen Whoolery
Speech Language Pathologist, Wallingford Public School District, Wallingford, CT

“My son, who is 19 years old with moderate Autism (limited language) has really thrived using his HomePal system by 
MOVIA Robotics. He loved it from the �rst moment we set it up. He was so engaged and connected and listened to 
everything that [the HomePal] wanted him to do. … He has learned so much, in really a short amount of time.”

- Kristin Selby Gonzalez
President, Autism Hope Alliance

“As a teacher of students with severe and varied disabilities, [MOVIA’s Kebbi HomePal] has been a very welcome addition to 
my toolbox. He is motivating to students of a variety of levels and skill sets. In fact, after introducing Kebbi to one of my 
students, he refused to begin our daily sessions until Kebbi was set up, turned on and ready to dance with him as he began his 
morning rituals! In addition to being motivating for students, Kebbi is easy for teachers to use. I was able to quickly learn to 
program Kebbi to meet the needs of di�erent students. It can be di�cult to �nd new ways to work toward student learning 
goals with very limited students, and Kebbi has met that need. Kebbi’s simple, but animated facial structure has been successful 
in working on social interaction and visual focus goals of some of my most limited students. In one instance, Kebbi held a 
student’s visual gaze by as much as 30% longer than other methods typically do!”

- Nancy Gardner
Homebound Instructor, Oak Hill Schools

“�e robot gives [the children] a good vibe. When the robot asks, ‘Are you ready,’ they answer, ‘YES!’ �e kids love the robot; 
it’s amazing. �ey know it’s not real,” but, “when the robot asks questions, they respond. It’s funny; I’m curious to see what will 
be the long-term result.”

- Yitty Rimmer
Occupational �erapist, Private Practice

“One guest is deaf and mute, and it even worked for her.  We were amazed, and she loves it!”
- Maureen W.

�e Respite Inn, Concord CA

“�e guests love it!, �ey love it!, �ey love it!”
- Patrice P.

�e Respite Inn, Concord CA
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“Every day I see something di�erent that he’s doing that he wasn’t doing before.”
- Alejandro T.

Parent

“�e HomePal has become a bridge between school and home services. It has allowed him to practice new tasks outside of 
those formal settings in which has then given him the ability to take those newly learned skills back to the Tele school 
environment to showcase what he has learned.”

- David V.
Parent

“Having MOVIA in our life and in our home has made things easier. Having another system in place, another tool in the 
toolbox, is always nice. … �is has really given us a light at the end of the tunnel. When we originally started, he was 
non-verbal. �e �rst time I ever got Logan to say ‘hello’ and ‘goodbye’ was through one of the sessions with the robot.”

- Megan D.
Parent

“�ank you, Movia Robotics ... When my son's autism traits became more visible at age two, I realized that he needed a 
non-judgmental friend ... I searched on goggle and found lots of robots on sale but they were tailored towards someone who 
can sit and focus. ... I dived down further and found MOVIA Robotics. ... When I see such big improvement in my son, I 
thank MOVIA and its great team from bottom of my heart. We still meet Movia's great team for discussing improvements in 
my son and course software updates at [a] convenient time after work over Zoom call, and I ask god to bless this great 
company and the wonderful people who work here.”

- Shadab M.
Parent

UNLOCKING LEARNING POTENTIAL.
Copyright © 2021, MOVIA Robotics, Inc. All rights reserved.

CUSTOMER
QUOTES
CUSTOMER
QUOTES

TESTIMONIALS

CONTACT US
For more information about MOVIA Robotics, visit moviarobotics.com

GET IN TOUCHGET IN TOUCH
We can’t wait to hear from you!

moviarobotics.com   info@moviarobotics.com   1 (860) 256-4797

@moviarobotics @moviaroboticsinc MOVIA Robotics MOVIA Robotics



SCAN ME!


